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So members can see which is the hottest
place in Western Australia. The Official
Year Book of Western Australia has this
to say—

The most consistently hot place in
the State is Wyndham, where the
mean maximum throughout the year
is 93.1° F. and the mean minimum
for the coldest month is 66.2° F. Al
Marble Bar the yearly mean maximum
of 96.2° F. is higher, but mean mini-
mum temperatures are consistently
lower, falling to 52.2° F. in the coldest
month. The mean maximum at this
centre is the highest in Australia,
exceeding 100° PF. in the six months
from Qctober to March inclusive.

From those details members can see that
Wyndham is the hottest place in Western
Australia.

Instead of its making a hasty decision
to terminate the air freight subsidy on
perishables for the north, I ask the Gov-
ernment to appoint a committee of agri-
cultural experts who are stationed in the
north to make the decision, rather than
to allow those wha are stationed in Perth,
and who fly up there only occasionally,
and then usually only in what we term the
tourist season, to make it. The tourist
season in the north is during the winter
months, when the climate is ideal.

In conclusion, I support the view of the
previous speaker, the member for Collie,
that memhers should he given an oppor-
tunity to visit what I term the glamour
electorate of Western Australia—that is,
the Kimberley. This should be done not
the easy way, but as the shearers do it—
by truck. These trucks can be made quite
comiortable; and members should not go
up there in the tourist season, but when
the House rises, which this year so I am
led to believe, will he before the Common-
wealth Games—the 11 days’ wonder!

Members could visit the Kimberleys at
the end of November, or some time like
that, If they started off early in December
they would miss the wet season, and they
would be able to see the Kimberleys and
the north as they really are, and as they
should be seen—from the rvad and not
from the air—because no-one has a chance
of seeing anything from the windows of
the Fokker Friendship or the DC3.

It would be an enjoyable trip; and al-
though it would be done in the hot
weather, it would allow members to ap-
preciate what the people up there have
to put up with during those trying months
of the year. If they did that I am sure
they would support me in adveocating an
all-the-year-round air freight subsidy on
perishables for the electors of the
Kimberleys.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Davies.

House adjourned at 10.12 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 430 p.m. and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
AGENCIES

Establishment at Bullfinch, Southern
Cross, and Coolgardie

1. The Hon. J. J. GARRIGAN asked the
Minister for Mines:

Is it the intention of the Total-

isator Agency Board to conduct

agencies in smaller towns such as

Bullfinch, Southern Cross, and
Coolgardie?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
Yes.

2. This gquestion was postponed.

PERISHABLES SUBSIDY SCHEME
North-West Towns and Areas Concerned

3. The Hon. W, F. WILLESEE asked the
Minister for Mines:

(1> What towns and areas in the
north-west are receiving perish-
ables under the perishables sub-
sidy scheme—

(a) continuously throughout the
year; ang

(h) on a part-time scheme?
During which months of the year
are the places referred to in No.
(1) (b supplied?

Cost 'of Scheme

How much did the scheme cost
the Governtnent for the financial
year ended the 30th June, 19627

If the information requested in
No. (3) is not readily available,
what was the figure for the finan-
cial oyear ended the 30th June,
19612

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) (a) Ragged Hills; Main Roads
Department and Public Works
Department camps; Glenroy

)

3)

4)
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during killing season; Kunun-
urra {(Public Works Depart-
ment men's mess and staff
employees); Liveringa; Shaw
River; Nunyerry; Balgo Hills.
All places served by air north
of the 26th parallel, with the
exception of Wittencom Gorge
which is served by refrigerated
road fransport.

(2) The 1st December to the 31st May.
(3) £36,227.
(4) Answered hy No. (3).

(b)

UNIVERSITY AND TEACHERS’
TRAINING COLLEGES

Provision Outside Metropolitan Aree

4. The Hon. A, L. LOTON (for The Hon.
J. M. Thomson) asked the Minister
for Local Government:

In view of the Government’s policy
of decentralisation, will he inform
the House what action is being
taken to make provision for uni-
versity and teachers’ training col-
lege sites outside the metropolitan
area?

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN replied:

In conformity with the Govern-
ment’'s policy of decentralisation
in the Albany, Bunbury, and Ger-
aldton areas, the Town Planning
Department has made regionsal
studies in the Albany and Bun-
bury areas. In consultation with
the Education Department and
Department of Lands and Sur-
veys, sites have been earmarked
on Crown land at Albany for a
possible future teachers' training
college and university college.
Sites have been similarly ear-
marked at Bunbury and a suitable
area is being investigated for
Geraldton.

MERREDIN RAILWAY GOODS
YARD

Provision of Mobile Crane

5. The Hon. J. J. GARRIGAN asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) Has the Railways Department
made available a mobile crane at
the Merredin railway goods yard?

{2) If the answer to No. (1) is “No,”
when is it intended to have a
crane made available at this

centre?
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) No.

(2) It is anticipated that a crane will
be made available at Merredin
within the next three or four
months.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: EIGHTH
DAY

Motion

Debate resumed from the 14th August,
on the following motion by the The Hon.
H. R. Robinson:—

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor
in reply to the Speech he has heen
pleased to deliver:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legisla-
tive Council of the Parliament of
Western Australia, in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have heen pleased to deliver to
Parliament.

THE HON. R. H. C. STUBBS (South-
East) [4.39 pm.1: I, too, wish to con-
gratulate you, Sir, on your re-election to
the office of President. I did not have the
pleasure of knowing you prior to my being
a member of this House, but I gather from

the trend of conversations and your
unanimous re-election that you are
popular. I alse wish to congratulate the

new member for the Suburban Province;
and I would like to congratulate Mr. Wise
as Leader of the Opposition, and Mr.
Willesee as Deputy Leader of the Oppasi-
tion.

Mr. Robinson, in his speech on the
Address-in-Reply, deglt with the Eyre
Highway. As this is in my pravince, I
think it is fitting that I should commence
my speech on that subject. Mr. Robinscn

said as follows:—

There are several points about which
I would like to speak and which are
covered in His Excellency's Speech.
Reference was made to the east-west
road. In my view the Premier should
bhe given every possible encouragement
to obtain additional funds for the com-
pletion of this road. Quite a consider-
able sum has already been spent on
the Eyre Highway, and I believe that
the time is now opportune to press
the Commonwealth for additional
funds—something like £12,000,000 is
required to complete the highway.
Other States are linked by highways
and it is only logical that Western
Australia, too, should be linked with
the Eastern States by a properly con-
structed highway. Not only will this
road be of national importance but it
wiil also be a great aid to tourism
in this State. Already five motels are
either under construection or have been
built,
I should like to take members on a short
tour along the Eyre Highway. The high-
way from Norseman has been sealed for

(COUNCIL.?

a distance of 48 miles, and another 30
miles of highway has been prepared for
sealing. Balladonia is one of the places
on the highway where motorists can obtain
peirol and oil. There is an old telegraph
station there, which is in a very dilapi-
dated condition. It should have been
condemned, but the owners carry on and
provide service for the public. Olive and
Robert Jackson pioneered the highway. A
few years later these people had the
highest petrol sales of any locality outside
the metropolitan area.

The next place we come to is Cockle-
biddy. There is an eating house there
operated by Bill MacDonald, and Mary
and Patrick Hector. They have two-unit
sleeping cabins; fresh food and canned
food is available, as well as cool drinks.
The owners spent £1,000 searching for
water. Their search was successful and
they now have sufficient water to supply
the motel,

The Madura motel is operated by Mary
and Jack Smith. The owners have a
liguor license, and I would say with-
out hesitation, that this is one of the
best places to stay at outside the metro-
politan area. Travellers can obtain petrol
and c¢il at 630 in the morning, and also
breakfast. The dining room and kitchen
are fiyv-proofed. The owners are very fly
conseious, and they would do credit to
any motel in the metropolitan area. Hot
showers and separate toilets are provided
and a high standard is maintained.

At Eucla there is a motel run by Mr.
and Mrs. Gurney. It is an old telegraph
building. Sand has taken over the pro-
perty and the owners have been forced
to shift to the top of Eucla Pass., There
are motel facilities there, and the build-
ing is being extended in time for the
British Empire and Commonwealth
Games.

These people are responsible people;
they have heen charged with the responsi-
bility of looking after the flying doctor
contact. They take weather readings, in-
cluding the degree of humidity and the
extent of rainfall. The owners keep a
private zoo as a hobby. They have nearly
every conceivable type of animal which
it is possible to keep. Also, they have the
best shell collection in Australia.

There is a2 new motel on the highway;
namely, the BP motel. I deplore the cir-
cumstances under which tenders for the
building of this motel were obtained. I
understand that these people applied to
the Land Board, but were unsuccessful. I
do not know what happened. Tenders were
invited, and the only applicant was the
BP organisalion, which was successful.

I do rot know how the people along
the Eyre Highway would have got word
of this, because there is only one mail
delivery each month. If too many con-
tracts are let for the erection of motels
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on the highway, the highway will begin
to look like a suburb with a service sta-
tion on every corner.

These people should bhe given an in-
centive to settle along the highway. Those
who live there do not enjoy the amenities
of city life. The education of their child-
ren involves a good deal of expense, be-
cause the children have to be sent either
to South Australia or to Perth. People do
not wish to settle along the Eyre Highway
without an incentive to do so.

The condition of the road is rather in-
teresting. When I saw the highway prior
to the rains, it was very dusty. As a
matter of fact, the local people call it
“bull dust.” I do not know why they call
it that. I think it got the name after
David Brand went through! At any rate,
we should not confuse it with the type of
stuff which emanates from Harvest Ter-
race.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Although you
are making yowr maiden speech, if you
make remarks like that you can expect
interjections.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBES: The tele-
graph line serving the highway is in a
bad state of repair. I asked the Minister
to have the line repaired, but he told me
it would cost £100,000 to have it done.
I am sure that whoever investigated and
reported on the cost did not know what
he was doing. The telegraph line has
fallen down; the crossarms are broken,
and the wires are touching the steel poles
and running to earth. and there is no
power passing between the steel poles, I
do not understand why it would cost
£100,000 to repair this line.

I have noticed visitors and tourists
bringing degs and other animals from
other States into Norseman. I do not
think Alsatian degs are allowed into West-
ern Australia; yet I am amazed at the
number of people who bring their dogs
from other States. I think the matter
should be examined. Anyone who has had
anything to do with pastoral properties
knows what a menace dogs can be,

Norseman is the richest mining town in
pennyweight per ton in Western Australia.
Last year 175,000 tons of ore were {reated;
and the goldmine employs 406 men. We
are very concerned about the pyrites mine.
A couple of men have been put off from
that mine, and it is strongly rumoured
that the industry may not continue for
very long. The rumour is that pyrites
are not going to be used in Esperance.
It is felt that the introduction of sulphur
will be the thin end of the wedge to
obviate the use of pyrites at Perth,

While I am on my feet I would like to
show the House some items of jewellery
made out of stones from Norseman. Mem-
bers may view the stones afterwards if
they wish. This particular stone is called
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moss agate. It is highly polished, and is
a sample of stones from that area which
are used for jewellery. I think that the
person who is develgping this work will
provide a wonderful tourist attraction.
There are three types of moss agate in
Norseman. Here is another one; and here
is a sample of silic oxide which is a low
grade opal. I show these items as I feel
they may be of interest to members. These
articles also demonstrate that Norseman
does not depend entirely on pyrites and
gold.

The pecple of Norseman are very con-
cerned about the bus service. They feel
they have had a pretty rough deal. It
is not a good service, and the buses are
very uncomfortable on a long journey.
When we compare this service with the
one that operates on the Albany run we
can see the difference. I shall read part
of the pamphlet advertising the Albany
bus service. It reads—

The “Luxury Scenicruiser,” replete
with all modern facilities for enjoy-
able travel, covers the distance in each
direction between Perth and Albany in
approximately 7 hours.

The pamphlet goes on to state that the
bus has the following facilities:—

Airbag suspehsion on all wheels,
plus knee action suspension on the
front wheels, ensures a smooth even
kee! ride,

Passengers are requested to take
only hanhd luggage into the bus. All
other luggage will be safely stowed in
the specially built lockers.

Public address system with nine
speakers advantageously placed
throughout the bus,

Overhead personal light with own
switch is provided for each passenger.

Interior forced ventilation with per-
sonal control as desired by passenger.

Further c¢n it states—

Toilet facilities have been provided
at the rear of the bus.

Modern insulation excludes heat,
cold, dust, vibration and noise.

Excellent refreshments including
packaged luncheons are served by
the hostess . . .

There is a similar pamphlet dealing with
the bus from Perth to Narembeen: in fact,
the facilities provided are identical. How-
ever, in our district no such facilities are
provided.

As a matter of interest, the single fare
on the train from Kalgoorlie to Norseman
used to be £1 3s. 3d. first class. Now it
is 6s. 9d. less; but for second class pas-
sengers it is B8s. 8d. more than it was
previously for the same trip. The same
applies to Esperance where it is 12s. less
in the first class, and 19s. more for the
second class passengers.
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I want to say a little ebout goldmining.
I saw recently where £300,000 had been
allocated for development. That, of course,
is in addition to the money already made
available. I am glad {c see that we are
to get this additional £300,000. because
development is the lifeblocod of mining.
Anyone with experience of mining knows
that development must be kept going or
the mine dies. The development of drives,
eross-cuts, winzes, and shafts is certainly
gn expensive business; and £300,000 is not
a lot of money.

As a matter of fact I worked on a mine
which spent that amount of money in
one year. The important thing is that it
will help to keep mining operations going.
The managers do a very good job—they
have to—and the miners do an equally
good job. With the use of modern equip-
ment—diamond vock drills, and lighter
and faster revving drills—miners are able
to break larger tonnages; and that, of
course, helps to keep costs down.

I was wondering whether diamond drill-
ing could be attempted to explore parallel
lodes and parallel reefs. It is well known
that in some districts the reefs and lodes
do run parallel to the main one that is
Leing mined; and I think every assistance
should be given to prove this theory.

I have in mind one mine I worked on
where the old-time geolegists said that the
gold had finished and that the mine had
had it. But we drove a mile further and
this mine is now producing 14,000 tons of
ore a month with 10 dwts. per ton; and it
is now the richest mine in Western Austra-
lia as far as pennyweights per ton are
concerned.

Another thing occupying my attention
from the mining angle is the vast general
lake system from Bouider to Norseman
and heyond. Most alluvial runs and leads
finish at the lake. Actually, we do not
know whether they commence or finish at
the lake, because history and time have
upset the lay of the land. We do not know
whether the alluvial runs come from
the lake or feed into it but the in-
teresting and important thing is that they
all run to the lake's edge. I think that
is well worth investigating; and it could
produce something new to mining in our
district.

I would now like to say a few words
about workers’ compensation and, in par-
ticular, about the mine workers’ relief.
It is a condition of employment that an
employee must pay into the Mine Workers’
Relief Fund., I am not jibhing at that,
but I think we should give the miner a
better deal. The surface workers have to
contribute to the Mine Workers' Relief
Fund whether they want to or not, Lbut
there is little chance that they will ever
get anything out of it. Most of them would
bhe fitters, turners, carpenters, drivers, and
§0 on.

tCOUNCIL.)

Most workers who do not go under-
ground are not subject to silicosis dust, yet
they have to pay into this fund all their
working lives with little chance of getting
anything out of it. I exhort the Minister to
have a committee of inquiry set up with
the idea of giving the miner a fairer go.
Other Governments have been remiss, but
that is no excuse for not doing something
now. I am not worrying about the past;
I am worrying about the future;, and I
feel that we should give the miner a
better deal.

As we zll know, mining is on the upsurge.
We hear a lot about our iron ore and
the mining operations about to be car-
ried out. We already have an ashestos
industry. It is not too late to institute
some pension scheme for goldminers; and
it should he easy enoush to do. It is
already operating in the coalmines, and
it is a common practice in industries in
the East. I cannot see where there is
any difficulty; and I know the miners
would certainly co-operate in such =&
scheme. I do feel that an inquiry would
e warranted; and I appeal to the Minis-
ter to give a lot of thought to the matter.

Mining has heen a friend to Western
Australia; and, on two occasions, it has got
the State out of the doldrums. The total
value of production is far in excess of
£500,000,000. It is a very important in-
dustry, and the miners and all others who
work in it should be given some considera-
tien.

I am also concerhed about lump sum
payments for compensation. I think it is
just a confidence trick to do the poor un-
forfunate worker out ¢f his just dues.
Once he signs on the dotted line he is
finished, no matter how much his disease
progresses.

I have in mind a person in my electorate
who was assessed as having 25 per cent.
silicosis. At the time he was in adverse
circumstances and, at his own request, I
admit, he was granted a lump sum pay-
ment. But these men should be protected
against themselves. That man’s silicosis
progressed to the extent that it is now
assessed at 50 per cent. He applied for a
further lump sum payment to cover the
increase from 25 to 50 per cent. in his
disability, That application was refused,
and rightly so, because he had signed on
the dotted line; but, as I said, I think
such men should be protected against
themselves. In my view this sort of thing
is a confidence trick which the insurance
companies are playing on the workers.

I am very much concerned, too, about
workers' compensation. As far as I can
ascertain, at the moment, where death re-
sults from an injury the payment under
the Act is £3,386. That is not a large sum
of money in these days, particularly for
a widow who is left without a husband.
We only have to read the Press to see the
modern trend where death results from a
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road accident. The payment awarded by
the courts in such cases is very much
higher than it is in workers’ compensation
£ases,

A worker with no dependants, who is
totally incapacitated, now receives £10 11s.
per week; and for a worker in the same
category, with a dependent wife at the
date of the accident, the rate is the same
as that for a single worker plus £2 17s.—
it used to be £2 155.—and £1 4s.-—ijt used
to be £1 3s—for each dependent child
under the age of 16 years. ‘The maximum
ggtliggament for pariial incapacity is now

Medical expenses do not exceed £150,
and hospital expenses do not exceed £250.
Another thing that concerns me greatly is
that people who have tu go to Perth for
medical treatment usually finds it neces-
sary to stay one, two, or more weeks. They
must of course stay somewhere, if they
have no relatives; and any way I do not
think it is fair to expect the relatives to
carry that burden.

The maximum these people get is £7 4s.
a week, I would like fo see anyone living
in Perth on £7 4s. a week! As members
know, for many years the Labor Party has
tried to include this to-and-from coverage
in the Workers’ Compensation Act. The
other States have that coverage. Queens-
land has it, as have New South Wales and
Victoria. Even the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment gives its employees complete
coverage going to and from work., There
is no doubt that the Western Australian
Act is rapidly falling far behind similar
legislation in other States. As far back as
1824 the late Alex MecCallum tried to intro-
duce the to-and-from clause while in the
Legislative Assembly; but though it was
passed there it was thrown out here.

I would like to revert for 2 moment to
the question of medical and hospital ex-
penses. Normally these amounts might be
adequate for the usual accidents, but where
there is a serious accident the amounts
concerned are totally inadequate. For ex-
ample, there is a man in our town who
has far exceeded his entitlement. That
poor unfortunate man will be out of work
for another six or eight months. He will
not be able to work before then. He has
a wife and family and is bheside himself
with worry. That is characteristic of
people who are ill because of accidents.
I am sure the worry causes more trouble
than the accident itself. The greater the
man's injury, the longer he is put off for
hospital treatment.

Under the Victorian Workers” Compen-
sation Act there is no limit at all to medi-
cal and hospital expenses. The commission
set up under the Workers' Compensation
Act in New South Wales is similar to our
Workers' Compensation Board. It has the
power to award expenses heyond the limits
provided on the application of the worker
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and his employer. For the Commonwealth
Government employees there is again no
medical and hospital expenses. So it will
be readily seen just how far out-moded
our Workers’ Compensation Act is.

Statistics that I have been able to gather
show that there are 24 people placed in
this position each year—in the position of
exceeding their workers’ compensation,
medical and hospital entitlements. While
on the subject of compensation I would
like to make some reference to noise which
causes deafness. As we all know, there is
no compensation payable for deafness
where there is no history of an injury.
On the other hand, boilermakers’ disease
has been known for 150 years; and
this has been caused simply through noise.
Most miners to whom one speaks are hard
of hearing, or totally deaf, because of the
noise underground, due to the rapid
revving of the machines and attendant
sounds. These noises affect the nerves of
the ear and the miners finish up being
deaf. There is no workers' compensation
for them, however. I do think that we
should look into that matter when we are
framing our workers’ compensation legis-
lation in the future.

I have with me a prepared statement
concerning the section of the Workers'
Compensation Act which I would like to
read to the House. I prepared the state-
ment so there would be no misunderstand-
ing. It is as follows:—

Section 5—definition of "Depen-
dants” and Section 6 {5) ave a blasted
botch. From the commencement of
the Act in England (1897) to its
supersession in 1948, the definition of
“Dependants” read: *“such of the
members of the workman's family as
were wholly or in part dependent upon
the earnings of the workman at the
time of his death, or would but for
the incapacity due to the accident
have heen so dependent.”

The same words were adopted in our
Act of 1912 and retained in every
amended Act up to 1948

A ‘“Liberal” Government then
framed the definition as follows:—
Dependants means such mem-
bers of the worker’'s family as were
wholly or in part dependent upon,
or wholly or in part supported by,
the earnings of the worker at
the time of his death, or would,
but for incapacity due to the
accident, have been so dependent
and as are resident in the Com-
monwealth of Australia or in any
part of the Dominions of the
Crown or any other country, to
which the benefits of this Act in
favour of dependants residing
therein have heen extended under
the provisions of this Act.
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Section 6 (5) was also inserted as
follows:—

If the Governor is satisfied that
by the laws operating similarly to
the provisions of this Act, of any
other country, whether part of
the Dominions of the Crown or
not, compensation for injury by

accident to a deceased worker is -

payable to his dependants who
are resident in this State, the
Governor may by Order in Coun-
¢cil, declare that when a worker
is so injured in this State and
dies as a result of the injury, his
dependants who are not resident
in this State shall have the same
rights and remedies under the
provisions of this Act as if they
were resident in this State.

This would not have been so bad if
the Governor had recognised the fact
that practically all European coun-
tries and all but about three of
the United States have Workers' Com-
pensation laws which would allow the
Western Australian dependants of a
warker killed in those countries or
States compensation on the same
principle as used to apply in England.
Unfortunately, however, the Governor
has made no such proclamation at all.
Western Australin is treated as an
island surrounded by a vast sea of
international barbarism.

There was an amendment, which
was warse than what they had before.
The definition of dependants now
reads as it did in 1948 as far as the
words “or any other country” but now
goes on, “but does not include such
members ¢f the worker’s family who
do not reside permanently in the
State at the time the worker dies or
is incapacitated if his death or in-
capacity occurs after a period of five
years of his first residing .in the
State.”

This has two surprising results:—

It means that if a man’s wife and/
or children are still living in Mel-
bourne or Sydney more than five years
after the man first came to reside in
this State, and the man was then
killed in the mines, his wife or child-
ren would receive no compensation at
all, Under the 1948 Act the Common-
wealth was at least distinguished from
“any other country whether or not a
part of the Dominions of the Crowm.”
Alsa, it would not be necessary for the
unfortunate worker to have lived five
years continuously in Waestern Aus-
tralia without his family. His de-
pendants would be excluded even if he
had only been living here for the six
months immediately preceding his
death (or six weeks for that matter)
if the first time he resided in Western

Australia (perhaps even before he was
married) happened to be, say, ten or
twenty years ago.

When you bear in mind that the
Mining Companies like all other em-
ployers in this State, have to pay the
same insurance premiums for a man
whose family lives in Italy as for a
man whose family lives in Norseman,
you can see the grave inustice of the
ag;eandments made both in 1948 and
1 .

Incidentally, Section 6 (5), the one
about the Governor's proclamation,
seems to me to have no sense at all
now, for it is not wanted if the de-
ceased worker's death occurs less
than five years after he first resided
in Western Australia, and it can’t
apply if the death cceurs more than
five years after the deceased first
resided in Western Australia, because
such a man is deemed to have no de-
pendants if his wife or family are not
then permanently residing in the
State.

The next point whiech I think re-
quires amendment is Section T (2)
(0) of the Act, which provides that
when the worker’s injury was due to
the negligence of his employer or of
a fellow employee, he may sue ecither
at common law or for workers' com-
pensation. There is nothing wrong
with the provision that the worker
should not receive hoth damages and
compensation, but there should be a
proviso that “receipt, or continued re-
ceipt, by an injured worker of weekly
payments or other benefits under this
Act shall not be deemed an election
to accept workers’ compensation rather
than damages at eommon law, and
shall not prejudice the worker’s right
to pursue his common law remedy.
But any payment so received by the
worker or (in the case of his death)
by his dependants may be set off
against any judgment awarded him
or them at common law.”

There should also be provision that
once the worker is paid workers' com-
pensation the employer must continue
such payments even though the in-
jured man later elects to sue at com-
mon law.

The next blot on this Act is Section
8 (13). 1t is not to be found in the
Act of 1924, which originally put the
industrial diseases schedule into the
Act in 1927 to discriminate against
mine workers only. It has no applica~
tion to dermatitis, lead poisoning,
chrome ulceration, infectious diseases
or any other industrial diseases.

Another blot on the Act introduced
by the Liberal government is Section
11 which provides that in cases of
permanent partial incapacity the
maximum compensation payable shall
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be that proportion of the maximum
payment for tota! incapacity which
the degree of permanent incapacity
bears to total incapacity. As “in-
capacity for work” does not mean in-
capacity to work but incapacity to
earn wages, or full wages, as the case
may be, one man with a 30%
physical disability may be losing only
£2 a week (say he iz now earning £15
where he used to earn £17 per week)
whilst another man with a 20%
disahility may be losing £15 a week
€.2. a man now earning £16 per week
as a hoist driver who was formerly
earning £31 per week as a machine
miner.

I think this ought to be enough to
give you some idea of what a mess
the Liberals made of the Act in 1548
and ever since.

full wages and the disease is due to
the nature of any employment in
which he has been engaged, he is en-
titled to full Workers’ Compensation
whilst totally incapacitated and to
two-thirds of his loss of earning power
whilst he is partially incapacitated.
These payments for total or partial
incapacity will continue up to the em-
ployers’ maximum liability.

If, however—now please note this—
he is a2 miner disabled by a pulmonary
disease such as silicosis or pneumo-
coniosis, or miner’s phthisis, and is
suffering from any other disease as
well, he is entitled only to “a propor-
tionate part of the compensation pay-
able under section 8, apportioned to.
the degree to which his disability is
due to the industrial disease.” This
means that if a man with bronchitis,

ulcerated stomach, kidney disease or
rheumatics also contracts dermatitis
in a mine, or in a {factary, or in a

I have a few suggested amendments to
the Workers' Compensation Act, and they
are as follows:—

1. The employers maximum liabil~
ity in the case of total incapacity of
a worker has not been increased since
1954 when it was fixed for £2,400.
There was ah amendment, now Sec-
tion 10A of the Act passed in 1956,
which provided that the employer's
maximum liability should be increased
to the sum of £2,750, but this contains
a proviso that it shall apply only to
cases of total and permanent incapac-
ity. Hence if a man is so seriously
injured that his weekly payments con-
tinue until he has reeceived a total of
£2,867 (which is the present day value
of £2400 in 1954) his compensation
is cut off forthwith—and the only hope
he has of getting further weekly pay-
ments up to the maximum of £3,103
(which iIs the present value of £2,750
in 19586) is to prove not only that he
is still totally incapacitated, and is
liable to continue totally incapacitated
for many months, but that it is vir-
tually certain that he will never be
able to earnh any wages at all. I can
see no merit at all in this absurd
restriction on the employers’ total
liability and it doesn’t operate to pro-
tect employers. The insurance com-
panies fix their premiums on the basis
that the employers’ maximum liability
is £3,103 and then try to diddle the
workers out of the additional money
by finalising them at £2,867 on the
pretence that they are not permanent-
ly incapacitated.

2. Another iniguitous proviso of
the Act which relates only to dis-
abled miners is Section 8 subsection
13 of the Act.

Section 8 is the one which deals with
industrial diseases and the general
principle of the Act is that if a worker
is suffering from an industrial disease
and is thereby disabled from earning

gquarry, or in a petrol station, he will
receive full compensation for all
periods of total incapacity, part com-
pensation for all periods of partial in-
capacity and total payments up to a
maximum of at least £2,867. If, how-
ever, the same man is disabled by
silicosis or miner's phthisis the State
Insurance Office can first of all get
the Health Laboratory to assess the
amount of his disability due to bron-
chitis or stomach wulcers or kidney
disease or rheumatics or a combina-
tion of all four complaints and the
wretched miner may find that he will
get only 25 per cent. compensation or
30 per cent.

The flagrant injustice of this dis-
crimination against miners infuriates
me because these mining diseases are
the worst of all industrial diseases, be-
ing guite incurable. Even the Chair-
man of the Workers’ Compensation
Board commented from the Bench in
Kalgoorlie some years ago that this
subsection should he abolished and
added that there was not another sec-
tion like it in the world.

I recently read about silicosis and the
incidence of tuberculosis among miners.
The figure given was two per thousand in
the goldfields compared with one in 2,275
for the whole of the population. I alsp
read that one workman in every 30 who
entered the industry developed silicosis;
and over the years there is little indication
that there has been any significant change
for the better.

I would now like to aquote a few notes
concerning noise from a document I have.
These are as follows:—

Noise can be regarded as an essential
part of the industrial environment. As
a hazard, boilermaker's deafness over
the last 150 years has been well known.
Yet it is only within the last 10 years
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that the magnitude of the impact of
noise, on workers in industry, has been
truly recognised.

Investigation within this period has
demonstrated that constant exposure
to noise, with an intensity of approxi-
mately 90 decibels or more, leads to
impairment of hearing. This may pro-
gress to an irreversible nerve deafness.

It is evident, therefore, that noise does
cause deafness; and it is time some provi-
stons were incorporated in the Act con-
cerning this matter. I have many other
facts I would like to present, but I will
leave them till a later discussion on
workers' compensation.

I want to refer now briefly to a speech
made hy Mr. Emil Nulsen on the 30th
August, 1932, because most of the predic-
tions he made at that time have come
true. He said—

The Esperance harbour is the most
important subject affecting my con-
stituency, and I should, perhaps, start
with that as representing the real
foundation for the life and progress of
that part of the State.

Later he said—

Esperance is the natural port -for
farmers and pastoralists as far down
as Southern Cross, and as far north
as Laverton, Leonora, and Lawlers . .
Especially would the farmers in the
Mallee district benefit if the harbour
were opened up. The freight on ma-
chinery would be reduced by more than
75 per cent., and a general reduction
in the cost of living could be effected
to the extent of not less than 10 per
cent. Owing to the absence of ship-
ping facilities at Esperance, our com-
mereial traffie has to pass through
Fremantle, thereby necessitating goods
consigned to centres in the Eastern
Goldfields distriets travelling an extra
568 miles by sea and 129 miles by rail,
the distance from Fremantle to Kal-
goorlie being 387 miles. The nearer
we get to Esperance, the greater,
naturally, is the disadvantage, because
of the extra railage the people have to
pay on consignments. The railways
and all other facilities have only ag-
gravated the evil of the lack of inter-
state facilities.

He said further—

We are in touch with the whole of
Australia, but what is the use of our
railways, our goods sheds and our
Customs sheds and other facilities
necessary to meet any expansion of
trade? PFor the past three years the
district has gone ahead by leaps and
bounds. We have improved by any-
thing from 100 per cent. to 150C per
cent.,, and yet we are not making
preparations for that expansion by
improving the harbour facilities for
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the accommodation of shipping. It is
very difficult to farm or produce with-
out any encouragement.

Further, he said—

The old jetty groans and creaks in
a lament that can be heard all over
the town when a vessel comes along-
side. We are at least entitled to a
breakwater and berthing for two ves-
sels. Esperance is one of the finest
harbours in Australia, It has a six-
mile area, and within 4,000 feet of the
shore it gives 60 ft. depth of water.
It is nof necessary to have so great
a depth as 60 feet, and I think we can
get sufficient water for all practical
purposes within 3,000 feet from the
shore. . . . During the Colier regime the
former Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. Stile-
man, one of the best harbour authori-
ties of the British Empire, made a
survey of the Esperance harbour. I
understand that in his report he said
there would be no difficulty in making
Esperance a harbour of the first mag-
nitude.

Again, he said—

Also it would enable wheat boats $o
come into Esperance and load to their
full capacity. During the years 1930,
1931, and 1932 the calls have been
conﬁned to 20 ships per year. . . . I
have no doubt about the ultima.te
future of the Mallee. . The peaple
of Western Australia have not yet
conceived the value of the Esperance
sandplain, as it is called. It is going
to be a wonderful asset to the State,

Among other things Mr. Nulsen said at
that time was that he had tried to get
Esperance included in the co-operative
bulk handling scheme. So he was well
aware of the things which Esperance re-
quired.

Esperance is thriving and bursting at
the seams. In 1949 there were only 60
farms but in 1962 there are 500. There
are 175,000 acres prepared for seeding for
pastures; 250,000 sheep; 12,000 cattle; and
300,000 acres in various stages of prepara-
tion. There were 250 tons of certified seed
clover produced last year.

The radio reception is bad at Esperance,
on all types of radie, including car radios
and radios in the house, as well as trans-
isters. This has been the position for
many years, and while I realise this is
really a Federal matter, I mention it now
in order that members might know that
it is something which has to be rectified.

What does concern me is the power sup-
ply at Esperance. I understand—although
not on good authority—that power will be
supplied by the superphosphate works.
This information has heen circulated
around the town, and the general feeling
is that the State Electricity Commission
should provide a power station adequate
for the expanding needs of the town and
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district. The rate the town is expanding
will make it impossible soon for the shire
council to cope.

It is regrettable to learn of the site of
the new superphosphate works. I under-
stand the decision was made at a meeting
of the ratepayers so I must of course how
to it. I certainly hope, as has been stated,
that safeguards will be taken to ensure
there is no nuisance from these works,
and that the position will be policed. We
all know of the trouble that can arise from
works such as these.

I now want to say a few words about
Yilgarn. I mentioned previously, I think,
that ¥Yilgarn is a very solid place, having
last year produced wheat, oats, and barley
worth £916,000; £1,000,000 worth of gold;
£1,000,000 worth of iron ore; wool to the
value of £360,000; gypsum £19,000; and
silver worth £4,000. Naturally with the
expansion of the iron ore industry, the
rest of the town will expand. There are
nearly 200,000 sheep in the district, and
there is still a lot of land that could be
opened up.

The people at Southern Cross are coh-
cerned about a high school, There are,
at present, 146 children attending the
school, 112 of whom are primary, 34 post
primary, and five pupils in grade 10. At
St. Joseph's Convent there are another 60,
bringing the total to 206. It is believed
that this number exceeds the number re-
gquired for a senior high school, apart from
those who would attend from the adjacent
towns of Moorine Rock, Bodallin, Bullfinch,
and Marvel Loch, and the No. 7 pumping
station. I suggest that the Minister should
give this matter sericus consideration.

In addition, the town, of course, is going
to become busier when the standard gauge
railway is completed: and it would be
advisable to plan ahead and establish the
high school now instead of waiting until
there are more children still. If facilities
such as these were provided, pecople would
be encouraged to go to these country
towns and so advance decentralisation., I
for one know how costly it is to send
children away to school.

In the South-East Province, applications
have been made for a greater number of
water tanks. A lot of country has been
opened up and the present water catch-
ment areas are nowhere near big enough.
in this regard I refer particularly to the
Dulyalbin Rock catchment area; and I
would reguest that this matter be given
serious thought because, as I said, the
country is being opened up rapidly and
water is a problem. I have requested the
Minister for Water Supplies to duplicate
the rock catchments in the Westonia Shire
Council area. A large tract of land is
being taken up by settlers in the Bonny
Rock area, and I have requested that
further rock catchments be established
there.
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In a tour of my district I now come to
Merredin, I think the removal of the
barracks, which are obsolete, should be
arranged as soon as possible. People living
in them now are engaged on shift work,
and it is impossible to sleep with smoke
pouring through the window, to say
nothing of the noise which is created hy
the locomotives. Apart from this, of
course, they are a complete eyesore.

I do not know whether it is known to
members, but the station still has the
ohsolete, objectiohable, and disgusting pan
system, despite the fact that, in the town,
there is a deep sewerage system. The
Railway Department should remove this
disgusting pan system and either install a
septic system or use the deep sewerage.
After all it is pretty hopeless to ask people
to be fly-conscious and tell themn what
they can do to keep down the flies if in a
town such as Merredin, the pan system is
still operating.

There is another matter to which I feel
some thought should be given; and it is
one that affects everyone. The Bread Act
deals with bread weights; and, as all mem-
bers probably know, bread is weighed while
it is still dough, and the Act provides for
the weight. Some bakers—but not many
—are not honest in the weighing; and
I feel the Act should be amended sp that
the weight of the loaf in the baked state
would be taken, because then the provision
would be easier to police.

After all, if a price is fixed for a cer-
tain weight, customers should be sure they
are getting that weight. I have had
several eomplaints from people in my pro-
vince, and I have seen some of the bread.
I know for a fact that some unscrupulous
bakers are providing underweight dough,
and this is net an easy thing to check.
After all, one must get up at 3 o’clock or
4 o'clock in the morning te catch these
people under the present law.

As 1 have already spoken for longer
than I intended I will close now by ex-
pressing my support for the motion.

THE HON. W. R, HALL (North-East)
[6.30 p.m.}: I take this opportunity to
associate myself with the congratulatory
remarks that have been passed to you,
Sir, on being elected, unopposed, Presi-
dent of the Legislative Council of Western
Australia. I congratulate you and hope
you will enjoy good health. I wish you
every success; and I know full well that
you will give us the service in the future
that you have in the past.

I also desire to congratulate Mr. Wise
on being elected Leader of the Opposition
in this Chamber, I think you, Mr. Presi-
dent, and other members will be aware of
Mr. Wise's qualifications. It is well known
to us that he has been the Leader in an-
other House and has served this State
aver a long period of years with great dis-
tinction to himself and advantage to the
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State of Western Australia. I wish him
good health in order that he may con-
tinue the good work in this Chamber for
the party he represents and for the bene-
fit of the people of this State.

I alspo have great pleasure in congratu-
lating Mr. Willesee on heing elected De-
puty Leader of the Opposition in this
House. I am pleased about this, because
T feel that in Mr. Willesee we have 4 mem-
her who has many years of service before
him; and he is one who can adapt him-
self—he has shown in the past that he
can—to the position to which he has been
elected.

I do not know what other members feel
about this, but I consider the time has
come when young men should be trained
and given experience to permit them to
hold down important positions when those
now holding them have gone on. I only
hope that Mr. Willesee and other membhers
of my pariy who have years of service
in front of them will, in time, have the
opportunity of giving service through the
ministerial portfolios available in this
House.

I also desire to pay a tribute to Mr.
Strickland who, as members know, was
Leader of the Opposition in this House
for a great number of years. It is well
known that Mr. Strickland did not seek
re-election. At the same time, I am not
going to let the oeccasion pass without
paying a tribute to the sterling qualities
of leadership that Mr. Strickland dis-
played while he was Leader of the Opposi-
tion here. I hope that when he returns
to the House he will enjoy the best of
health. 1 wish him every success. In
conciuding my congratulatory remarks, I
want to take the opportunity of extending
to Mr. Stubbs and Mr. Robinson, our
newliy-elected members to this House, my
best wishes. I have no doubt that during
their term here they will contribute to the
debates, and that they will be an acquisi-
tion to this Chamber. I wish them every
success, and I hope their period here will
be a very pleasant one.

I would be falling down in my duty if
I did not mention the most important
industry to the people I represent—the
goldmining industry. Nearly every gold-
fields member who has spoken has referred
to the goldmining industry as his No. 1
priority.

When we look over the records for the
last nine wyears, we find that, with the
exception of two years, this industry has
contributed more than £13,000,000 per
annum in Australian currency for gold
produced. In the other two years, the gold
produced in Australian currency amounted
to over £12,000,000 a year. So, all in all,
this particular industry-—it is very static—
is a great one so far as Western Australia
is concerned.

[COUNCIL.]

As I have pointed out on several occa-
sions, it has dragged Western Australia
ouf of the mire when times were bad and
wheat and wcol were not in a buoyant
state. But there is one particular feature
of this industry that is very serious, Not-
withstanding that it is producing over
£13,000,000 worth of gold in Australian
curréney each year, I point out that during
the last nine years the numerical strength
of the industry has been sadly depleted.

in 1953, the employees working on mines
connected with the Chamber of Mines—
most mines are affiliated with the Chamber
of Mines—numbered 6,300-0dd men. Since
then, there has heen a reduction each year
in the numerical strength, and foday it is
down to 4,945. This reduction pecurs every
year; the number of men employed is con-
tinuing to go down. ‘That is what is
happening whilst the industry itself is
still turning out over £13,000,000 worth of
gold each year. This fact should be very
significant to the Minister for Mines; he
should give very serious thought and con-
sideration to see whether something can
be done abouf the position.

I realise there are a number of men
working on minerals other than gold—
probably just over 1,500 men. Let me add
whilst T am on this subject—and I am
pleased to say this—that what they are
rveturning, in Australian currency, is to the
value of about £7,000,000. I think I am
pretty right.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is right.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: That amount of
money, having regard to the number of
men working on minerals other than gold,
is creeping up; and so also is the numerical
strength of those men. But what is hap-
pening in that regard does not alter the
fact that the goldmining industry has to
be fostered, It is obvious to members who
represent the goldfields and outlying dis-
tricts that some big mines in Kalgoorlie—
to my way of thinking, at any rate—are
not doing too badly. But there are some
on the outskirts and in the outhack which,
perhaps, are not. The Sons of Gwalia
mine has been able to carry on, really, by
subsidy from the Federal Government.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: And assistance
from the State Government.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: The State Gov-
ernment has helped it on several occasions
—Governments of both parties when they
have been in power. It is always on the
cards—and the Minister for Mines will
know this-——that anything could happen at
the shaft of the Sons of Gwalia. There is
always the feeling there that one does not
know what is going to happen from shift
to shift. I only hope the mine ¢ontinues
to be an asset to the State. As long as the
Federal Government subsidises it so that
it can carry on and continue to employ
the number of men who are working there
now, and so keep the towns of Leonora and
Gwalia going, I will be quite happy.
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The same thing applies, but not to the
same degree, to Mt. Magnet; because I
think the Hill 50 mine is in pretiy good
shape. There is one other point: I made
a statement here some yvears ago on the
Address-in-Reply when 1 said there was
a mine called the Great Fingal—it is just
on the outskirts of Cue—which, from
1,000,000 tons of ore, returned 1,000,000
ounces of gold; and that is some gold!

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: I wish it was
doing that today.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: I fully agree with
the Minister; and I want to say this, too,
that both the Labor Government, which
I supported, and the present Government,
have contributed well over £50,000 for the
purpose of drilling to see whether it would
be possible to get the mine going again.
What a wonderful thing it would be if we
could do that! I had my eyes on the mine
once or' twice when passing through Cue.
If my memory serves me correctly, the
drill went down more than 3,000 ft., and
it struck the ore body and, I think, showed
that there was possibly payable gold.
However, to sink a shaft to that depth
would cost an enormous amount of money
—well over £1,000,000, I suppose, perhaps
more. The resuli is that at the present
time nobody is interested.

However, that is one good job that has
been done by both Governments that
have heen in power. TUnfortunately the
money spent has shown no return. That
is a sad state of affairs for the township
of Cue, the surrounding districts and the
State of Western Australia.

I want to talk about the depletion of
the men employed on the mines. I under-
stand that 500—or nearly 600—men are
employved in coalmining. I only hope their
employment will be continued in order to
keep things going as they should be going.
Buf{ the fact remains—and it is a very
serious point as far as I am concerned—
that the number of men employed on the
Golden Mile is going down each year.

Another paint is this: Of the 4,900-o0dd
men employed 1n the mining industry on
the goldfields and the surrounding dis-
tricts, approximately 3.000 are employed
in Kalgoorlie and Boulder.

We can see what a wonderfyl job is
done by these men inasmuch as they are
able to sustain a town of between 20,000
and 22,000 people. Nearly everywhere we
go, where there is one mine, cne horse,
and one pub in the goldmining areas, we
find we can multiply the number of men
employed on the mine by three or four
and so get the population of the town.
But such is not true in the case of Kal-
goorlie and Boulder; yet there is only the
one industry there. So I am pointing out
what a pgreat job is done by the mines in
Kalgoorlie which employ these 3,100 men,
approximately, out of the 4,900-odd men
employed in goldmining throughout the
State,
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In conclusion let me say I can only hope
for the State in general that the price of
gold does go up within a year or so; or
that something will happen o improve the
position.

Some three or four weeks ago I had
occasion to buy a periodical called News-
letter. It is an American publication, I
believe, and is edited by a very capable
persen. It is supposed to be right up to
date; and I have a cutting from it, and
members may be interested to know that
in this periodical it is stated that the
International Monetary Fund would prob-
ably meet at the end of August this year
and that in the United States, there was a
possibility of the dellar being devalued,
which could mean that there may he an
increase in the price of gold.

I showed this particular cutting to several
of my friends, indicating to them that I
thought that an increase in the price of
gold might come about in view of the fact
that America is not in the same position
as she was previously. There is no doubt
that the gold reserves at Fort Knox are
being depleted, and America now finds she
has to pay in gold for many of the goods
she is importing from Japan and other
countries.

Therefore, with this feeling of optimism,
because of one thing and another concern-
ing the prospect of the price of gold being
increased. I had a feeling that our hopes
might be realised. However, following the
one pleasing paragraph T read in the
pericdical, President Kennedy made the
statement later in another newspaper that
he was not going to devalue the dollar;
so I take it that that is the end of an
increase in the price of gold for some time.
Nevertheless, regardless of whether the
dollar is devalued, I hope the time is not
far distant when more men will be em-
ployed in this industry, because in the last
nine years the number of workers has
been declining, despite the faect that the
returns from production, in Australian
currency, have remained stable; that is,
over £13,000,000 per annum.

That brings me to a point I heard raised
by a member last night in regard to skilled
workers. He said that the Government is
now secking to bring more skilled
workers into this State. Of course, we all
realise the reason why these skilled trades-
men have to be brought to Western Austra-
lia. On the goldfields, however, there are
very few employment opportunities offer-
ing for young people. The only positions
that might become vacant are those in the
large Kalgoorlie emporiums. There is
limited scope for young girls who have
gualified as typists only and there are
certainly few positions for boys and girls
of 14 and 15 years of age.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: They are becom-
ing dead end kids.
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The Hon, W. R. HALL; As a result they
have no alternative but to seek employ-
ment in the Midland Junction workshops,
the P.M.G's Department, and other places
where they can obtain employment in the
metropolitan area. The reason for all this
is that employers today are not taking on
apprentices, and there is no doubt that
that is the source of skilled labour. Many
employers at present do not seem to want
apprentices.

It is time we reverted to the position
in which we were a few years age when
employers engaged apprentices; and, hav-
ing been made good tradesmen, they became
an acquisition to the State. If many of
these young unemployed lads today could
be apprenticed to tradesmen at present
employed we would not have the problem
of delinquency and other juvenile prob-
lems that are so prevalent in Westein
Australia at present. There is one matter
concerning the goldfields which I omitted
to mention. Over a long period of pro-
duction on the Golden Mile, the big gold
mining companies have paid out a great
deal in profits to their shareholgers. This
applies not only to the mines in Kalzoorlie
but also to those in other parts of the
North-East Province.

I do not think the £300,000 advanced
by the Commonwealth Government is
going to achieve very much. I under-
stand the money has been made avail-
able purely for developmental pur-
poses. Be that as it may, the assistance
granted will not go very far. Mines such
as the Sons of Gwalia are diamond drill-
ing continuously. They have a diamond
dritler emploved permanently, Admittedly
that minhe is subsidised and is hanging on
only by the skin of its teeth.

The Hon. A, P. Griffith: We do not
really know yvet how far this £300,000 will
go. It may not be the end of it; I hope
it is not.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: I hope it is
not, too. Unless some means are found
to enable new mines to be discovered and
opened up the industry will continue to
decline. I know that some of the gold mines
on the Golden Mile will last for many years,
but new mines will have to be developed
if the industry is to prosper; and gold is
where one finds it.

The prospector is the man who, in the
first instance, locates a possible gold-
bearing lode. The Minister for Mines
should endeavour to find some ways and
means by which he can encourage more
men to go prospecting, with a view to
discovering new fields. Prospecting, of
course, is an extremely hazardous occupa-
tion. There is only one other occupation
that is on equal terms with prospecting
and that is chopping wood on the Lake-
wood line. The only way one can Keep
the flies away there is to smoke a pipe.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: You could wear
a fly net.

(COUNCIL.]

The Hon. W, R. HALL: One needs more
than a fly net in some of the places I
have been. Prospecting is a hard life and
8 man needs a fair bit of luck as well as
a great deal of knowledge. It has reached
the stage when a man has either to enjoy
g lot of luck or have full knowledge of
the type of auriferous country which he
is prospecting so that he may have some
opportunities of locating a gold lode.

Referring to the point I was making
originally, I have mentioned that these
large gold mining companies have been
paying dividends for a number of years
and it is about time they plaughed some
capital back into the industry. After all
is said and done, many people have re-
ceived a great deal of money from the
gold mines. Qver a period, much of that
money went to the shareholders in the
old country. Whilst I am not in a posi-
tion to offer any criticism against those
shareholders, I feel that there have been
many, over a period of years, who have
received large sums of money from the
production of gold in Kalgoerlie, and per-
haps they could now feel disposed to
plough some of those returns back into
the mines which are not enjoying such good
times today.

One or two members during this debate
on the Address-in-Reply referred to radio
and the programmes presented by broad-
casting stations, and I must support the
remarks expressed. The radlo program-
mes presented to Kalgoorlie and other
centres within a certain radius of that
town are of a poor standard. If it were
not for the programmes broadcast by the
commercial station 1 do not know how
people would get on for a good radio pro-
gramme.

I can only assume that listeners on
the goldfields pay the license fee of
£2 15s. in the same way as listeners in
the metropalitan area. The programmes
broadeast by the national station leave
much to be desired. Who wants 1o listen
to these high-falutin’ sessions that are
presented? I am fully aware that one
person does not have the same tastes as
another, but I consider, even though the
listeners have {o hear advertisements
broadcast by the commercial station, the
service that is rendered io the people by
that station is far superior to that given
by the national station. The commercial
station, of course, has to rely on the re-
ceipts from advertisements, because it
receives no return whatsoever from the
license fees paid by listeners.

The programmes broadcast by the
national station have never been much
good, and I think the same remarks can
be applied to some of the television pro-
grammes that are presented by TVW.
Whilst on this point, I would mention that
on the 24th October last yvear I asked a
question in regard to & television service
being granted to the Kalgoorlie people,
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and I received a stupid answer to that
sensible question. The man I was told to
support in this particular instance was
Peter Browne, but, of course, he is no
longer available as a Commmonwealth mem-
ber to approach in regard to any tele-
vision service now. Of course, poor old
Hall was told to give him some support.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: You got very
annoyed about that, didn't you?

The Hon. W. R. HALL: Of course. If I
had caught up with the person who was
responsible for that answer I might have
said a few words to him that would be
unparliamentary. What I am saying is
quite true. In October of last year I re-
ceived that answer which made me g little
angry, and now a similar happening has
ocecurred. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment recently announced that it was call-
ing for applications from those people who
wished to establish television stations. I
know that Kalgoorlie has one of the larg-
est populations of any centre outside the
metropolitan area, and it should have No.
1 pricrity if television stations are to he
established in the country. Like a radio
programme, a television programme can
be transmitted from one centre o another.
Therefore, I only hope that the Common-
wealth Government will ensure thai the
Kalgoorlie people are permitted to enjoy
television programmes, because they are
justly entitled to them.

I know that I will do everything I pos-
sibly can to ensure that the residents of
Kalgoorlie are enabled to watch television
programmes, because the granting of a
license in that area is long overdue. With
many advancements at present, Western
Australia always seems to be the last with
the latest, but thank heavens the same
applies to depressions.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: What about the
increase in water charges?

The Hon. W. R. HALL: I think the
honourable member had enough to say
about that subject last night. Also, other
goldfields members had a good deal to
say in raising a protest against such in-
creases. If I were to let my head go I
could speak for half an hour on the
reasons why there should not be any in-
crease in the water charges at Kalgoorlie.
After all is said and done, there are very
few consumers in Xalgoorlie who can
dodege payment of thiir water rates, hut
now they are subjected to having to pay
excess water rates.

In the metropolitan area, of course, what
the Government loses on the merry-go-
round it ean pick up on the swinging boats.
If it does not obtain enough revenue in
water rates, it can always increase the
charges for town planning and other
amenities. Those members who have a
lawn or g garden of any size, would, I am
certain have to pay excess water charges.
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I know that I do, and I have nothing
growing around my bplace that requires
much water.

The Hon. J. D. Teahan: Perhaps you
let your taps run.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: I do not think
I let my taps run, either. There is one
other matter I would like to raise before
the tea suspension; and that is in regard
to traffic. It is a well-known fact that
there is one motor vehicle registered in
Western Australia to every three or four
of the population, consequently the num-
ber of vehicles registcred must be very
large.

Several anomalies have arisen in the
regulation of trafficc. I spoke on this
matter some years ago when I dealt with
side lights, or flashing lights as they
came to be known. These lights were not
introduced for some years after I had
advocated them. There was a good reason
for their introduction, because on a rainy
day motorists often failed to put their
arms out tp give traffic signals, and quite
a, large number of accidents were caused
from this failure and from other causes.

There is another aspect of traffic which
concerns the motorist today. I am not
taking into account the views of other
members, but as far as I am concerned
the 35 miles per hour speed limit is a bit
on the low side. I would prefer it to be
increased to about 40 miles an hour, Most
members are car drivers and they may
agree with my contention that it is very
difficult to keep the speed down to 35 miles
and hour un many pccasions. Within the
precincts of the metropolitan area where
the density of traffic warrants preseribing
a low speed, I agree that the maximum
speed should be kept as low as possible in
order to avoid accidents occurring; but
where it is possible to increase the speed
limit, such as outside the boundaries of
the metropolitan area, some consideration
should be given to allowing drivers of
motor vehicles to travel at 40 miles per
hour.

Every day we read reports in the Press
about drivers of vehicles being fined for
driving at over 35 miles per hour—
even for driving at 38 miles per hour. At
the present time, the motorist has to keep
onhe eye on the rear vision mirror for a
very good reason; he has to keep the other
eye on the speedemeter; and, if he has
another eye, he has to keep it on the road.

The Hon, A. F. Griffith: What would the
motorist do if he had a girl with him?

The Hon. W. R. HALL: I have thought
about that. If the motorist does not have
a spare arm, the position would be rather
awkward. For many years I have advo-
cated that the solution to the problem of
drivers breaking the trafiiec regulations is
to appoint mere patrol officers on motor-
cycles. They are the ones who supervise
the traffic laws on the roads. In these
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days one cannot help but notice a real
difference in the behaviour of motorists on
the roads.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Especially if he
has an eye on the rear vision mirror. That
fear curbs the motorist.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: The answer to
avoiding and reducing the number of road
accidents will be found by allocating more
money to the Police Department so that
additional patrol officers can be appointed.
In recent times the Government has done
very well for itself through the imposition
of fines for breaches of {raffic regulations.
The Government should be prepared to
plough back some of this money into the
Police Department so that more officers
can he employed for patral duty on the
roads. It should be remembered that the
fines which have been imposed amount to
a tremendous sum.

Other difficulties have been experienced
in tegard to “Stop” signs, Some have been
installed at places where they should not
have been installed; and at places where
they should have been installed they have
not been installed. Some of these “Stop”
signs have been placed on the extreme
efge of the footpath, while others give
sufficient notice to the motorist to pull up.
We remember all the controversy that
arose in regard to “Stop” signs when the
question was dealt with in this House
while the late Hon. Gilbert Praser was
the Leader of the House.

Another traffic problem has arisen in
regard to the location of bus stops. In
Subiaco one bus stop has been marked
along & road, where the space reserved
extends from this Chamber to the other
side of Harvest Terrace. Today fewer
buses are to be seen on the roads, as com-
pared with the number in past years.
This mode of transport is becoming
obsolete, and the amount of space reserved
for bus stops should be reduced, hecause
very rarely do these stops have to accom-
modate more than one bus at a time.

Surely the motoring public and the
licensed vehicle cowners, whose contribu-
tion to the State is a great asset—who
pay for the building of roads, who
keep the largest industry in Australiz go-
ing—are entitled to some consideration
in regard to parking space. Why should
they be squeezed out all the time, even
in ouflying suburbs where excessive space
is reserved for hus stops. If the present
trend continues, very soon people will have
to do all their shopping in their own dis-
tricts, because of the lack of parking space,

The Hon. G. Bennetts: Shame on the
Government.

The Hon. W. R. HALL: I am not con-
cerned about what the Government is do-
ing. I shall be satisfied as long as it is
taking steps to give the vehicle owner
some consideration for the parking of his
vehicle, wherever possible.

[COUNCIL.]

Referring again to the “Stop” signs, I am
not blaming the Police Department for
badly placing some of these. I have been
told that some “Stop” signs were installed
by the Main Roads Depariment.

In some localities, between Subiaco and
Perth, the motorist dares not park at the
space immediately before and after a bus
stop; if he does so he runs the risk of
having the mudguard of his vehicle
damaged.

In conclusion I hope that this session of
Parliament will prove to be a very fruit-
ful one and that the people of Western
Australia will benefit from the legislation
to be passed by both Houses. I have very
much pleasure in supperting the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-Reply.

Sitting suspended from 6.9 to 7.30 pm.

THE HON, W. F, WILLESEE (North)
[7.30 p.m.]: Mr, President, may I in com-
pany with previous speakers congratulate
you on your reappointment to the office
of President of this Chamber. I feel it
is a distinction for you to be re-elected to
this position and it must give you great
personal satisfaction to know that you
have a unanimous body of thought from
alt sections of this Chamber behind you.

To the new members of the Chamber I
add my congratulations to those of other
members. I congratulate them both on
their initial speeches made during the
debate on the Address-in-Reply. At the
same time I give some thought to the two
members who have been replaced, both of
whom were, in my view, capable men;
and it is in answer {o the dictates of a
democracy that there can be changes of
this nature at given periods of time.

To my leader I also offer my sincere
congratulations on his achievement in now
carrying out the duties of the Legader of
Her Majesty's Opposition in this Chamber.
It is a position which I know he wih fill
with complete success because of the
great capacity he possesses and the deep
knowledge he can bring to bear on the
variety of subjects that are brought for-
ward in this Chamber during a session of
Parliament.

I think, too, that the two Ministers—
the leaders of the House—should be con-
gratulated because they have more or less
undergone a dual system of eleetion
where by virtue of policy they faced their
electors and then a somewhat harder
tribunal in order to be chosen from among
their own members. Therefore, I would
like to add my congratulations to them
both.

I now intend to speak briefly in connec-
tion with a situation that has developed
in the north-west with regard to what is
termed a ‘‘perishable subsidy'" that has
been made available aver the vears as a
substitute for the lack of local amenities
in the particular areas due to the inability
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of the people to grow market garden
products at certain periocds of the year.
Perishable subsidies exist in the main for
the purpose of augmenting a meal on the
basis of salads. I refer to such things as
tomatoes, lettuce, and cucumbers which are
flown to various ports, towns, and areas
on the basis of a subsidy which is partly
paid hy the Government.

I think the initial trial periods were
from December to May in any one year;
but it was found in the course of time
that the subsidies became almost perman-
ent, particularly in the Kimberley areas.
The subsidy extended almost from Decem-
ber to December. Now, there seems to be
a tendency within the administration of
the Government to ease the subsidy quite
considerahly; and towns that used to get
an extension without a very great effort
are now being refused, and it is made
plain that only the limited period will
apply.

In answer to a question which I asked
today I was informed that the total cost
of the scheme to the 30th June, 1962, was
£36,227. That was the cost to the Govern-
ment. It did not appear to me to he a
very hig item in view of the help which
this subsidy gives to the family unit, and
bearing in mind that it is only a part
subsidy. The recipient of the subsidy in
turn pays for the additional air freight.
S0, in my view, to limi. the scheme in any
way would be the result of deliberative
action at Cabinet level. The people in the
north are being penalised—and it is not
always the older inhabitants of a town
who suffer. We find that many young
wives of civil servants with young babies
canhot understand why there has been a
curtailment of these privileges. Therefore,
I trust the Government will renew this
line of thought with a view to extending
the period of the subsidy rather than
limiting it, as has been the case in the
current financial year.

On the 16th July of this year the sec-
retary of the Transport Board wrote to
the Hall's Creek Shire Council in the
following terms:—

Some time ago the Government
saught advice from its technical agri-
cultural advisers regarding the possi-
bility, and practicability of producing
greenstuffs on a commercial scale in
the Kimberley for human consumption
and, on Leing in‘ormed that garden
areas could be developed for this
purpose at such places as Kununurra,
and Fitzroy Crossing, azreed that the
continuation of subsidy on perishables
carried by air throughout the year
could not be justified.

It has been decided, therefore that
other than during the normal subsidy
period, i.e., December to May, subsidy
will no longer apply in respect of
Hall's Creek after this year.
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The effect of this decision will not
of course, he felt until June, 1963 but
advice is tendered at this stage as it
is realised that gardens cannot be
brought into production immediately
and to afford ample time to permit of
their being started.

It is realised that no direct respon-
sibility for arranging loecal production
rests upon your counecil but advice is
tendered to you as the most appro-
priate body to initiate the necesary
action to ensure that, when the time
arrives, district grown supplies are
available to Hall's Creek residents.

That is obviously a restriction in the
sense that Hall's Creek will, under this
directive, have to look for a spot for a
market garden over 200 miles away in one
instance and over 300 miles away in the
other. So far as I know, Hall’'s Creek
suffers a water problem, and I also think
there is a difficulty in regard to land. To
my knowledge, it was never contemplated
that there would be any possibility of con-
ducting a market garden on a commercial
scale at Hall's Creek. They would turn to
Fitzroy Crossing, which is one of the
suggested places in the Transport Board's
letter to the Shire Council. It is not
generally appreciated that 200 miles is a
long way to base a market garden to supply
this township.

If a market garden were established at
Fitzroy Crossing, I think there would be a
tendency for a market to develep at Derby
township, and possibly at Camballin which
is so much closer. I wonder whether any
thought has been given to how a market
garden at Fitzroy Crossing cculd be con-
ducted, It is frue that many years ago a
garden was conducted within the precincts
of a hotel—the man who ran the carden
was a part owner of the hotel—and the
person responsible was capable and had a
liking for the land.

The Hon. F. J, 8. Wise: His name was
Gardiner, too.

The Hon. W. P. WILLESEE: Yes, as Mr.
Wise says, his name was Gardiner. He
built this garden up to its peak of produc-
tion, but to my knowledge with the excep-
tion of onions, I do not think he ever
supplied -his own district, which was
adjacent to the area of Fitzroy Crossing.
Sinece his death there has been no more
than a house garden in concept at Fitzroy
Crossing. It is frue that the soil there is
good. It is also trve that the Fitzroy River
runs practically all the year round. How-
ever, it is a very uncontrollable river, I
think that in March this year reports came
down that Fitzroy Crossing was isolated
due to the river flooding its banks.
Therefore, I wonder at this moment just
where one would get an ares of land on
which a person could set up a market
garden at Fitzroy Crossing which would
be able to supply Hall’'s Creek and adja-
cent towns; and I am wondering whether
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we will find land which could be safe, and
without the possihility of terrific loss being
involved to the person who was investing
his money, bearing in mind the fact that
it could inundated at any particular
time.

The Hon J. G. Hislop: What is the
population you are trying to supply?

The Hon. W, F. WILLESEE: The popu-
lation of Halls Creek would be about 200.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: And the area
around it?

The Hon. W. FF. WILLESEE: The area
around it is very limited. There is very
little population at Fitzroy Crossing. There
is the A.LM. nursing hospital, the hotel, a
store, and the mission.

I do nat wish to overdevelop this peint,
but I am mindful of the fact that to
establish anything in an area like this,
whether it be Kununurra or Fitzroy Cross-
ing, the evident problems of the Kim-
berieys hecome very real. As I have men-
tioned, at Fitzroy Crossing there is the
danger of the river. Even though the soil
is good, there is difficulty in getting suit-
ably drained land. Then we have the
outlay, at least, of providing a home. The
same tools which would be used in a large
market garden in any other area would be
necessary, and this would involve consid-
erable expenditure on mechanieal equip-
ment. There would have to be a pump
and associated equipment to go with the
pipeline, not only to pump the water but
to direct it to its point of operation.

It would therefore seem to me that not
enough thought has been given to the
theoretical concept that something can
be grown. There would be no economic
outlock for a single market garden on this
basis. If it could not produce all the
yvear round, it would be in the position of
having to increase its financial income by
way of profit over a limited period of a
year, in order to average out a general
income for a full year. That would make
the cost prohibitive to the consumer.

On the other hand, I doubt very much,
from the “entrepreneurial” angle, whether
the investment would be considered prac-
ticable. I should imagine that to have any
hope of success at all on this basis the Gov-
ernment would have to come forward with
& Government-sponsored scheme, some-
thing on the lines of what is being done
at Kununurra. Much the same thing ap-
plies when we look at the problem from
the point of view of subsidies and of de-
veloping market gardens in the vicinity of
Kununurra itself.

The nearest township for such an out-
let would be Wyndham. The economics
of moving, delivering, and handling pro-
ducts to Halls Creek would not be feasible;
and I also think that, for the next few
vears at any rate, the concentration of

[COUNCIL.]

any activity with regard to land opera-
tions in Kununurra will be on the lines
envisaged with the products which have
been handled under the trial scheme.

So 1 hope the Government will not per-
sist with the directive which has been
given, so far as Halls Creek is concerned,
until it has had a further loock ai the
problems which arise from the bald situa-
tion of the Government ceasing the sub-
sidy in its entireiy at a given point of
time, and relying on a very vague prob-
ability that someone will ke interested in
the project; and giving no assurance to
the person investing in the project that
there will be any success. I think that
if the Government wishes to augment the
theory it has in this regard, then it will
have to put up the money and prove it
to the point of interesting private enter-
prise,

THE HON. A. F, GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines) {751 pm.i: In
replying to the debate on the Address-in-
Reply, I should like te join with other
members in congratulating certain people.
I would like to tell the House that from
the first day of the session, when Mr.
Robinson spoke on the Address-in-Reply, it
has been one of my tasks—and the task
of my colleague, Mr, Logan, and that of
our staffs—to pursue, to the best of my
ability, in the time at wmy disposal,
inquiries on matters which have been
raised by members with a view to provid-
ing them with whatever information it
has been possible to obtain in that time.

In a separate motion I have compli-
mented the President on his reappoint-
ment, to the Chair, and I do not propose
to labour that point again. I think he
would regard it as unnecessary. I do,
however, wish to say personally to Mr.
Wise that I congratulate him upon his
appointment as Leader of the Oppasition
in this House. At the same time, I wouid
like to say that Mr. Strickland will be
missed from the front bench. As we all
know, he was a keen debater and a keen
legisiator. He had a cheery disposition,
and at times he was accustomed to hitting
hard in debate, but always fairly. He has
chosen not to seek re-election for this
positicn, and I would like to have it re-
corded that the courtesies and the co-
operation he extended to m2 as Leader of
the House during the time that he was
Leader of the Opposition have not gone
unnoticed by me. I feel quite certain that
the same co-operation will exist hetween
the Ministers of this House and Mr, Wise.

Mr, Willesee has been referred to in
this debate as having been appointed De-
puty Leader of the Opposition. I :do not
know whether the statuie holds such a
title, but nevertheless I know what is im-
plied. To my friend, Mr. Willzsea, 1 offer
my hearty congratuiations upon his ap-
pointment{ to the front bench.
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Mr. Wise said, when he was speaking,
that he realised his position was a tem-
porary one, and that it was his desire to
give encouragement to younger men o
seek leadership in this House. In con-
nection with remarks of that nature, I
cannot help but agree with what Mr.
Davies said when he spoke of the neces-
sity to educate the people of Western
Auystralia on the advisahility of having a
two-House Pariiament such as we have in
V/estern Australia.

Mr. Wise brings to the House a great
deal of experience as the result of his very
unusual political career., He has had a
good deal of experience in the north, in
both Houses of Parliament, and as Admin-
istrator of the Northern Territory; and I
feel quite sure that we will henefit as &
result of his experience.

At this stage I would like to congratu-
late the new members in this House, and
those who were re-elected at the last
bienniat elections. May I say to Mr.
Stubbs, in a most kindly manner, that
he made a very good though somewhat
lengthy maiden speech this evening; and
I would not have interjected during his
speech—because that is not done—had he
not made an uncomplimentiary remark
about the Leader of the Government. So
near to the bone was it that I am a little
surprised the President did not rule it out
of order. However, I am sure the honour-
able member did not mean it personally.

I also offer my congratulations to Mr.
Robinson. I would like to tell Mr. Wise,
however, that I am not pleased to see the
defeat of Mr, Jeffery. Mr. Jeffery was a
colleague of mine in the same province.
He was a man of most moderate cutlook.
He and I never fought personally or
politically, and I am not pleased to see
him or any other member of this House
lose his seat. It would be quite unrealistic
for me to say that I am not pleased to
see Mr. Robinson in this House, and I feel
he will make a very excellent member of
the Legislative Council because of the ex-
perience he has had.

It may be pertinent to comment that
there is no success achieved in any contest
which is not achieved at the expense of
the loser; and Legislative Council elections
are by no means different from any other
contest in that respect. Tt is a truism to
say that the losing of a seat by a colleague
brings with it the inevitable emotion of
disappointment among sitting members
who take their seats once more in the
House.

Mr. Cunningham had previously known
this disappointment because he was de-
feated some years ago—in 1954—was re-
elected to the House, and then suffered a
defeat at the last election., Nevertheless,
the work which Mr. Cunningham did in
his province was, I feel sure, appreciated
by many people. In my travels throughout
the district he represented, I found many
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people who had a good word to say for the
gﬂﬁrts of Jack Cunningham on their be-
alf.

Before I furn to general matters, there
is one matter on which I would particulariy
like t0 have something to say. It con-
cerns a notice of motion given in another
place by Mr. J. T. Tonkin. As this matter
touches so closely on my actions, and the
actions of my department, I think it is
appropriate that I should make some com-
ment at this point of time in order to
clear the air and to remove, I hope for all
time, the insinuations which are couched
in this particular motion. The meotion
reads—

That the action of the Hon. Minister
for Mines in refusing to accept the
decision of Warden N. J. Malley that
the objection by Hancock Prospecting
Pty. Ltd. to the granting of Mineral
Claim No. 292 was dismissed with costs
to be taxed and in rejecting his
recommendation that Mineral Claim
No. 292 W.P. subject to survey and
to the excision therefrom of P.A. 284
be granted to the Depuch Shipping
and Mineral Co. Pty. Ltd., thus en-
abling the firm of Lohrmann, Tindal
and Guthrie to obtain by administra-
tive act a decision which it failed to
obtain in the Warden’s Court and.
which may make a difference of
£40,000 one way or the other, to the
parties concerned, appears to be lack-
ing in the principles of law, equity
and justice, and to be inconsistent with
his action in the case of James Moffat
Henderson and Elizabeth Henderson—.
Objection to Application by E. J. Pike;
and J. W, Jeffreys.

The further action of the Hon.
Minister for Mines in directing that
a survey of the lands known as
“Mineral Claim 90" and “Mineral
Claim 292" be carried out, in order
to cure the invalidity of the applica-
tion made in July, 1956, by Langley
George Hancock appears to be unlaw-
gpl and not capable of proper execu-
ion.

Grave public disquiet having re-
sulted fro'm‘ the actions of the Han,
Minister, it is imperative in the public
interest and for the preservation of
public confidence in the impartial ad-
mmlstl_'at_ion of the law that a Royal
Commission be immediately appointed
to inquire into the matter and make
recommendations to enable Parlia-
ment to take such steps, if any, as it
considers necessary or desirable to
deal with the situation which has
arisen,

To say the least, I am somewhat sur-
prised that a matter of such grave public
concern, as it has been suggested it is, was
not brought before the Legislative Couneil,
it it was in fact a matter of such grave
public concern. I would have thought
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that perhaps I would have been ques-
tioned about my actions by members rep-
resenting the North Province, in which
this particular mineral claim lies, and I
would have answered, as Y did to questions
asked in another place, quite straight-
forwardly and honestly. I told the hon-
ourable member in another place, in
answer to the guestions he asked, that in
fact no decision in connection with the
mineral claim had been made. Therefore
I failed to see the purpose of the motion,
or the import of if; and I have certainly
seen no public disquiet as is supposed to
“hrave been created, unless the motion is
intended deliberately to cast some shadow
of doubt in the minds of certain people
regarding my actions in the vain hope
that a Royal Commission may be ap-
pointed to find out something that does
not exist.

I would like it to he made perfectly
cleay that I have no fear whatever of a
‘Royal Commission, and if a Royal Com-
mission were appointed I would probably
be the principal witness and I would he
able to say that, at this point of time, no
decision in connection with the matter had
been made.

1 intend to trace the history of this
matter because I think it is fair the public
should know the type of tactics that are
employed by some members of Parlia-
ment. All that has happened so far is
that following receipt of evidence, and the
warden’s recommendation, I have, on the
advice of my officers, called for a survey
of boundaries in order to ascertain quite
clearly the relative positions of mineral
claim No. 90, which was granted in 1956,
not by me but by a Labor Minister. That
mineral claim is stiil in existence in the
register of the department; and I also
wanted to find out about the ground ap-
plied for as mineral claim No. 292.

Immediately the surveyor completed a
survey of claim 90, the solicitor for the
Depuch company lodged an objection to
same with the warden, and this objection
iz listed for hearing in the Marble Bar
court in September. I had proposed, on
receipt of the surveyor’s report, to con-
sider all the facts and arrive at a decision;
but I would like to repeat that no de-
cision has been made. The warden in
these cases does not make a decision; he
makes a recommendation to the Minister
for Mines, and it is provided for in the
Act. Now I will have to await the out-
come of the latest objection bhefore I can
come to a decision. I have come to no
decision whatever as yet, nor has any ap-
proach been made to me in this matter by
the solicitors for either party. The
general points of history in regard to this
matter are as follows: Mineral claim No.
90 of 10 acres was applied for at Marble
Bar on the 2nd July, 1956, and it was de-
scribed as being identical with mineral
¢laim No. 242 which had never been sur-
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veyed, This application for mineral ¢laim
No. 90 came before the warden at Marble
Bar on the 21st September, 1956, and was
recommended by him for approval

On the 24th Oectober, 1956, the Acting
Minister of the day approved of it, sub-
Jject to survey and top its being Crown
land; and, I am told, this is the normal
procedure. On the 19th August, 1959, the
Depuch company took an option of pur-
chase over mineral claim No. 90 and sub-
sequently on four occasions applied to, and
was granted by, the warden’s court long
periods of exemption from the working
conditions. It was a condition of the
option agreement that the Depuch com-
pany as purchaser should keep mineral
claim No. 90 from being forfeited, or
liable to forfeiture, and it i